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'< The Criminal Classes." 1 — Rev. D. R. Miller, D.D., has been 
chaplain of the Ohio Penitentiary and superintendent of the Girls' 
Industrial Home of Ohio. In " The Criminal Classes. Causes and 
Cures " he has collected material of various sorts connected with his 
service in these positions. 

At the beginning, near the middle, and near the end of the volume, 
are chapters briefly treating in a general way the extent of crime, its 
cost to the community, causes of crime, and methods for the preven- 
tion of crime. These discussions are somewhat vague and common- 
place and are not fully adjusted to the results of recent scientific 
study. This sentence from the chapter on " Innate and Psychologi- 
cal Causes " may serve as an illustration of the nonagreement with 
conceptions of present day physiological psychology: "Regarding 
moral conduct, in this class there seem to be indications of a broken 
or missing link between the brain tissues and the moral monitor." 
There are evidences also of lack of familiarity on the part of the 
author with recent literature in penology. For instance, he writes, 
"As agencies in the prevention of crime and the reformation of young 
criminals, too much importance cannot well be attached to the pri- 
vate and public institutions denominated ' Child-saving institutions,' 
' Schools for the little ones,' and ' Homes for children.'" He then 
fails to mention the movement now in force in many parts of this 
country, which recognizes that care for children in institutions has 
not generally prepared them well for life outside of institutions, and 
which substitutes for the institutional method the methods of pro- 
bation and placing out, that is, the supervision of the rearing of 
delinquent and dependent children, while they live as members of 
their own or other families. Many of the figures on which arguments 
are based are given without dates but as taken from books and 
reports now many years old. On the whole these general chapters 
cannot be said to give an adequate summary of facts known and 
theories held to-day on the topics which they treat. 

A few chapters offer meagre outlines of the careers of noted crimi- 
nals. Others give brief accounts of the lives and crimes of Ohio 
convicts. " In the introduction, however," as Dr. Miller says in the 
preface, " of these narratives, sketches, and illustrations, special care 
has been exercised to avoid sensational details of the crimes alleged 
because it is the opinion of the author that all such details serve as 
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factors to turn into like crime those who may read them." Some 
of these chapters close with reflections, which, it must be said are in 
part obvious, in part without special applicability to the cases to 
which they are attached. 

About half the chapters of the book are devoted to incidents that 
occurred in the author's experience as chaplain, and to writings by 
prisoners, in prose and poetry, on religious and other topics, some 
apparently sincere, others with a suggestion of cant. In religious 
work for the prisoner results can doubtless be gotten easiest by 
appeals which recall religious instruction received during childhood. 
At the same time nothing in a man's work as chaplain forces him lo 
adapt himself to changes in religious thought in the world at large. 
It is natural, therefore, that the weight of the religious interest of the 
author should be, as it is, such as belongs with religious beliefs of a 
conservative type. 

There is an introduction by Ex-Governor Foster of Ohio. A chap- 
ter by Professor Krohn of the University of Illinois compares crimi- 
nals in whom strange combinations of traits are found with cases of 
double personality, but fails to call attention to some important dif- 
ferences. 

Apparently Dr. Miller is a man who has done earnest and helpful 
personal work with the 1 criminals placed in his care, but who in his 
devotion to his own special task has failed to gain the broad acquaint- 
ance with current thought in criminology and related subjects which 
would be needed for writing a very useful book on the causes and 
cures of crime. 



ZOOLOGY. 



Fixation of the Eggs of the Crab. — Dr. H. Charles Williamson, 
in the 22d Annual Report of the Fishery Board of Scotland, adds con- 
siderably to our knowledge of the life history of the shore crab of 
Europe, Cancer pagurus. Possibly the most interesting is his discov- 
ery of the way in which the eggs are fastened to the swimmerets. 
These, like other eggs, have double envelopes, the outer chorion and 
the delicate inner vitelline membrane, and between these a small 
perivitelline space. ' When the eggs are extruded from the oviducts 
they pass into the brood chamber between the abdomen and thorax 



